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Stranded.
Mr. Thomas llarcus picked himself

op from the bottom of the lifeboat,
where he had ber-- violently precipi-

tated by the Impact or grounding,
blinked and wiped lean of palii from
bla eyea. solicitously teated hli nose

and fuimd to derive little if SB) MM

fort from the dlacovery that It was not
broken, opened hit mouth aud
remembered the pretence of a lady.

"Poor Mr. llarcus!'' ihe a id grntly.
'I'm to terry. Do forget I'm hi-t-

and aay It out loud!"
Mr. Harcua dropped hit hand and

dropped hi head at the tame time.
"It can't be did.' he complained In

emutftert'd resignation, "the aorta
have never been Invented

kn the buwe Mr La twho had
barely taved lilmtelf a headlong
plunge overboard when the shoal took
fast hold of the keell felt tenderly of
bla excoriated ahltit, tin n. rising,

the sea. aky and shore with an
anxious gate.

In the offlug there aa nothing but
tbe flat, llmltleaa expanae of the night
bound tide, near al hand vaguely d

with tbe moonlight. In tbe dis-

tances blending Into abadowi. never
a light ur shadowy, stealing sail In

that quarter to Indicate pursuit
U here are we T" ha wondered aloud.

' Ask me an aaiy one." Bateae re-

plied , somew here on the axruth shore)

of the cape unless somebody t been
tampering with the lay of this land.
That's a lighthouse over yonder."

Alan took soundings from the) bows.
"Barely two feet," be announced,

withdrawing tbe oar from the water,
"and s no end."

"Ob!" llarcus ejaculated with the
accent of enlightenment; and leaving
tbe motor, turned to the atern, over
which he draped himself la highly

faablon while groping un-

der water for tbe propeller.
"That's tbe answer." he repeated;

"there's a young bale of the said eel-gra- ss

wrapped round the wheel.
Which. 1 suppose, meant I've got to
go overboard and clear It away."

Like Mr. Law. he wore neither sboea
nor other garments that could be mora
damaged by salt water than they had
been but only shirt, trousers and a
bait.

"If you've nothing better to do, my

critical friend." he observed aa he
stooped to back and tear at tbe maaa
of weed embarrassing the propeller,
"yon might step out and give us a
trial above. Don't strain yourself
Just see If you can tnova bar."

The boat budged not an Inch but
Mr. Law s feet did. slipping on the
treacherous mud bottom with the up-

shot of his downfall; with a mighty
aplaah he disappeared momentarily
beneath the eurfare and left bis tem-
per behind him when be emerged.

Aa for Mr. Marcus, he Buffered Ilka
loss within Ave minutes; when, with
much pains and patience having freed
the wheel, be climbed aboard and
sought to restart the motor. After
a few affecting coughs It relapsed Into
stubborn alienee

Studious examination at length
brought out tbe fact that tbe gaaollno
tank was empty.

"Not so much aa s smell left," Bar-ru- e

reported.
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Dug into Hia Money Bait.

"Its no use," be conceded al length.
"We're here for keeps."

"Why not wade ashore 7" Ilose Trine
auggeftted mildly from the place she
tiud taken in tha atern in order to
lighten the bowa. "It lan't fax and
what's one more watting?"

"That's tba only sensible remark
i hat m been uttered by any party to
(lilt lunatic enterprise since you hova
within earshot of its, Mr. Law," aald
Mr. Barcus. "Respectfully submitted

"The verdict of tba lower court
stands approved," Alan responded

f rarely.
Hut there's no aensa In Mlaa Trine)

wading.' Harcua suggested "We're
web footed aa it la, and ahe'g too

Ursd."

Ami tsa fwtaws rVaaKtMe

Well, what then"
Ws can cauy her. can t war"

CHAPTER XIX.

f
Oca!" ba grunted frankly, when

after a toltaume progress from tha
boat, Kote at Itugth slipped from the
seat farmed by the clasped bauds of
the two men. "And It waa me who
suggested tbla!"

Tba girl responded with a qulat
laugh of tbe most natural effect Imag-

inable- until It ended In a aigh, and
without the least warning she crum-

pled upon herself, aud would hare
fallen heavily. In a dead faint, but (or
Alan's quickness.

"Good Lord!" llarcus exclaimed, aa
Alan gently lowered the Inert body of
the girl to tbe sands And to think

didn't understand she waa so nearly
all in chaffing her Ilka that! I'd ilka
to kick tnyaelf!"

"Don't be impatient." Alan advised
grimly; "I'm busy Juat at present, but
. . . Meantime, you might fetch
some water to revive her "

Is waa au order by uo means easy
to fill, Barrus bad only bla cupped
bauds for a vessel, and little water
remained In them by the time hs bad
dashed from the shallows back to tba making a second inside "There I

spot where Rose lay uncoascloua.
while tbe few drops be did manage
to sprinkle Into ber face availed noth-

ing toward rousing ber from tba
trance-lik- e alumbers of exnaustloo Into
which the passed from her fainting
at . . .

In tbe end Also gave up the effort
"She's all right." ha reported, releas-

ing the what whose pulse he had been
timing. "She fainted, right enough,
but now she's Just asleep and aeeda
It. Qod knows! It would ba kinder
to let ber real, at leaal until 1 see what
sort of a reception that lighthouse la
Inclined to offer us."

You II go. then'" llarcus Inquired.
"I'd Just aa lief, myaeir . ."

"No; let me.' Alan Insisted, lie
not far not more than a quarter of a
mile. And she'll be safe enough here,
la your care, the little time I'm gone."

Barcua nodded. Bis face waa drawn
and gray In tbe moon-glare- . 'Thank
tJod!" he breathed brokenly, "you'ra
able. I'm not."

Ha sat down suddenly and rested bla
bead on bla knees. "Don't ba longer
than you can help," ha muttered
thickly

Ha bad come to the headland of
tbe llgbthouaa Itself before tbe ground
began to ahelve more gently to tha
beach, and waa on the point of ad
dressing himself to Hie Mrk and silent
cottage of the light keTper when ba
paused, struck by sight of what till
then bad been hidden from him

The promontory, he found, formed
tba eastern extremity of a w ide armed
If shallow harbor where rode at moor-
ings a conaldersble number of small
craft pleasure vessels assorted about
equally with fishing boats And barely
an eighth of a mile on, lont; legged
wharves stood knee-dee- In the water.
Ilka tentacles flung out from the sleepy
little Ashing village that dotted tba
rising ground- -a community of par-nap- e

two hundred dwellings.
Nor waa thla all even aa Alan hova

In view of the village ba beard a aeries
of staccato anuria, tha harsh tolling of
a braxen bell, tbe rumble of a train
pulling out from a station. And then
be aaw Its Jewel-strin- of lights flash
athwart the landacspe and vanish aa
Ita nolaa died away diminuendo.

Where one train ran another must
He need only now secure aomethlng
to revive Rosa, help her somehow up
tbe beach, and In another boar or two,
of a certainty, they would ba speed-
ing northwards, up tbs caps, toward
Boston snd the land of law and order.

Such thoughts ss these, at leaat.
made up tba texture of bla hopes; tha
outcome proved them somewhat loo
presumptuona. lie Jogged down a
quiet village afreet and into the rail-

road station Just aa tha agent waa clue-In- g

up for the night.
A surly cltlxen, this agent. Ill pleased

to have hie plans disordered by chancs-flun- g

stranger. Ha greeted Alan a

breathless query with a grunt of In
grained churlishness.

"Nab," ba averred, "tbey ain't no
more tralna till morula', t'an't y' sss
I'm sbultln' upT"

"But surely there must ba a tele-
graph station "

"You bet your Ufa they la right
here In tbla depot. An' I'm abuttln' It
up, too."

"Haa tbe operator gone for tha
nlghtr

"Ilea fnlna I'm tha nti'ratnr No
bualness transacted after office hours.
Call raound at eight o'clock tumor- -

row momln'. Now If you'll Jest step
out of that door, I'll aay g d night to
you."

"But I muat Band a telegram." Alan
protested "I tell you, I must. It s
a matter of Ufa and death.'

"Sure, young feller. It always la

after bualness hour.'
"Won't you open up again "
"I tell you, no!"
In desperation Alan rammed a hand

into his trousers pocket. "Will a dol-- I

lar Influence your better Judgment?''
ba sunvested shrewdly.
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"Let a see your dollar," the other re-

turned with no leas craft opaa lit

credulity Informing hit countenan.
Aud. surely enough. Alan broagM

forth an empty hand
"Make a light. ' he said sharply. "M

money's In a belt round my amis'
Open your og.ee You'll gal yowr d.

lar. all right."
All right, ha grumbled, rwopeolnu

the door of the telegraph booth an
light

blanks and a pencil Write your at
gag it sin t often I do thla but I II

make an exception for you "

Alan delayed long enough only '

make a few Inquiries, drawing ot.t
tbe Information that, for one who ha I

not patience to wait tbe morning
train northbound, tbe quickset ws-t-

aay city of importance waa by boat
across Buuard's ba) to New Bedfor

Hosts. It waa Implied, wera plen;
ful. readily to be chartered

A time table supplied all other aeed
ful advice Alan wrote his nteeeei
swiftly

Addressed to Dlgby. hia man t

business In New York. II required that
gentleman to arrange for a motar-- c of
to be held in walling on tha wale-fron- t

of New Bedford from S 00 a. bi
until called for In the name of M

Law, as well aa for a special trala a!
Providence, oa similar provision.

But now, though h waa ail uaet a
scious of tbe fact, ha went no more
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Hla sbados la the moonlight kept
him com pa u upon tbe sands, and
above, on the edge of the bluffs, an-

other shadow moved on parallel
course and at a pace sedulously pat-

terned after hla
Ha found hla sweetheart and hlg

friend much as he had left Ihewt with
thla difference that Mr Barrus nod
lay flat oa his back and suorlnf
lustily

He waa wakened quickly enough
however, by Alan a news

But when It was the turn of Roes- -
they faltered Hhe lay so still, ba
t rayed bar exhaustion so patently Id
every line of her aaconactous posture
aa well as In the aharp pallor of her
face upturtisd to the axeoa, that It
seemed scarcely lea than downright
Inhumanity to dtaturb her

Nona Ihe lees. It had to be done.
Alan hardened hla heart with tbe re
minder of their urgent necessity, and
eventually brought her to with tba
aid of a few drops of brandy

Between them. Ibey helped her J

the beach, past the point, and al length
to the door of tbe hotel, where leant
mated by tbe mere promts of food
Ross ditengaged their anna and en-

tered without more aaetataace. while
Barcua waa deterred from treading
her heels In his own famished vegan
neea. by the hand of Alan falling beset
II) upon bla ana

"Waif " the latter admoalabed la
a half whisper ' Looh there!"

Barcua followed the direction of hla
gesture and waa transflxed by tha
sight of a rocket spearing Into tha
night draped sky from a point Invis-
ible beyond tbe headland of the light-hou-

The two roaaulted una another with
startled and fearful eyea.

Aa with one voice they murmured
one word ' Judith' ' To this Alaa
added gravely "Or soma spy of
here!"

Then rousing. Alan released hla
friend, with a smart above urging him
aornaa tbe threshold of tbe hotel

"Uo on, ' he Instated. "Join lime snd
get your supper I II be with you as
aoon as I ran arrange for a boat Tell
her nothing more than thai that I

Ibought It unwise to wait until every-
body wus abed before looking round"

Ha turned to And hla landlord ap-

proaching from the direction of ibo
hotel barroom. And for tbe time It
aeemed that the wind of their luck
must have veered to a favoring quar-
ter; for the question waa barely ut-

tered before the landlord lined a will-

ing voice and hailed a fellow luwua-ma-n

Idling nearby.
"Hay. Jake come here!"
Introduced aa Mr Breed. Jake

pleaded guilty to ownership of the
faatMit and staarhest power cnilser
la tbe adjacent waters, which be waa
avariciously to charter

They observed baste religiously;
within ten minutes they stood upon a

oat at the foot of a flight of wwden
steps down the side of lbs town wharf,
while tbe promised rowboat of Mr

Dreed drew In, at moat leisurely pace
h) meet them

Aboard aud away from the wharf,
the burden of Alan'e solicitude '

to grow lighter with every squeal
of tbe greaaeleea uarlocka, with ev-

ery dip aud splash of the blades
which, wielded by a crew of villainous
countenance, brought them nearer the
haudaome inolorboat which Mr. Breed
designated as hla own. It was not
until Alan looked up suddenly to And
Mr. Breed covering him with a re-

volver of moat vicious character that
ha had the least apprehension of any
danger Dearer than tha offing, where
Judith's echooner might be lurking,
wailing for ita prey to come out and
be devoured.

"Ill take that money-bel- t of yours,
young feller," Mr. Breed aunouueed.
"and be quick about it not forgetting
what's In your trousers pocket!"

In the passion of hla indignation
Alan neglected entirely to play the
game by tbe rules. The Indifferent
he displayed toward tbe weapon was
positively unprofessional for he
knocked It aside aa if It bad been
noihliiK more dangerous than a straw
Viol in the same flutter of an eyelash
le launched himself like a wildcat at
he throal of Mr llreed.

Birore that one knew what waa hap

(Ooni. on next page.)
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